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Besides persons and institutions, the Indian newspapers played an
important role in those early formative years. They helped the people
to understand the problems of different provinces, thus created a sort
of brotherhood, and became a powerful medium for the political
education of the people. In Madras, Hindu^ in Maharashtra, Kesari
and Mahratta and in Bengal, Amrita Bazar Patrika came into being.
When in 1878 the Vernacular Press Act was passed, Patrika to
escape the consequences was changed from a Bengali-English into
an English paper overnight. The press of the time was a national
tribune and newspapers like Kesan were read eagerly in groups, even
in the villages.
The scholarly literature of 1850-1900 had the greatest influence
in kindling the flame of self-respect in the nation. The great orien-
talists, Rajendralal Mitra, Bhandarkar and Tilak probed into the
hoary wisdom of the East and showed to the world that originality
and scholarship were not the monopoly of the West. Buhler, Weber,
Deussen, Monier Williams, Macdonell, Sir Edwin Arnold, Sylvain
Levi and Max Muller interpreted India to the West. Besides the
literature on philosophy and religion, India produced original histor-
ical works which influenced the political life of the country. Romesh
Chunder Dutt, Ranade and Dadabhai revealed through their scholarly
books the real condition of India's dumb millions. The foundation
of Indian economics was laid by Ranade. Sir Asutosh Mookerjee
transformed the Calcutta University from a mere examining body to
one of the greatest teaching universities in the East, manned and
controlled by Indian scholars. He encouraged research in all branches
of learning. In science India first attracted the attention of the world
at the beginning of the twentieth century through the researches of
Jagadish Chunder Bose and the great mathematician Ramanujan. In
the art world Bengal did the pioneering work. E. B. Havell, Principal
of the Calcutta School of Art, popularized Indian art through his
brilliant books. Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy through his scholarly
and inspiring writings on art guided the taste of new India. In literature
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and Hali, Tagore and Iqbal gave India
a new ideology and inspiration. Bankings "Bande Matararn" and
IqbaPs "Hindostan Hamara" were the battle hymns which resounded
throughout India.
Another factor which contributed to the new life was the renais-
sance in the religious field. The first religious movement of the